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We seek to be a community of Christian
disciples sharing God’s love through
faith, witness, service and outreach.

Pastor's Greeting
Scottsville UMC Family,
Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ. As I sit and write this letter, I am listening to
Christmas music. I know, I know it’s likely too early for me to do that but it is hard to believe
that in less than two months we will be celebrating the birth of our savior.
In some ways the phone call I received on April 18th seems so long ago, yet in other ways
seems like yesterday. I anxiously anticipated my arrival on June 26th and have hit the ground
running! Scottsville is a wonderful family and I am grateful for you accepting me into the life
of this church family. You’ve provided me with a wonderful home. The parsonage has
welcomed friends and family several times over the last five months and I look forward to
hosting my family this Christmas. All of the visitors shared how wonderful their visits where to
Scottsville and to this church.
Scottsville UMC has a vibrant history of missions and ministries in this community. The
purpose of this Annual Report is to share with you highlights from this past year and to give
you a glimpse of some important events and information coming up in 2019.
Since my arrival, I have been surprised at the growth and demographics of this little town.
I’ve worked over the last few months to build a relationship with our Town Administration.
Through this dialogue, I’ve discovered plans for intentional growth in the community. In fact,
projections show an increase of over 3,000 people to this area. This is wonderful news. More
people moving to this region means more people for us to reach and grow God’s kingdom. It
also means there is more reason for investment of time and money for this community. The
growth that is planned will be strategic in our efforts to grow this church for years to come.
I’ve had the opportunity to meet many of you one-on-one and hope to continue to visit as my
time among you progresses. These one-on-one gatherings are the highlight of week. I enjoy
listening to your stories and learning ways to better serve you as your pastor.
There are many other wonderful things going on in the life of the church and I hope you will
take the time to read through and pray over the mission, ministries and future of your church.
Grace and Peace,

Pastor Brian

Missions Highlight
Rise Against Hunger

Your Missions Team
Ann Hamner, Alice Sorum, Staci Hainsworth,
Jeff Hainsworth, Rose Farber, Lena Bolton,
Madelyn Critzer, Gene Sherman, Hilda
Sherman, Carol Taylor, Ginny Haney,
Bruce Jackson

On September 22nd, twenty-eight people
gathered to prepare over 10,000 meals for
Rise Against Hunger. This was the
culminating activity after working hard for over
a year to raise the $3,000 needed package
these meals. Thank you to those who helped
make this mission a success!

Community Dinners
We continue to feed an average of 40
community members each month for mission.
We are always looking for cooks and welcome
any church member to attend and engage with
the community. It is sure to be the highlight of
your week!

Other Missions
Scottsville School Apartment Fall Cookout &
Christmas Luncheon, United Methodist Men's
Firewood Ministry and Road Clean-up. Meals
on Wheels, Mobile Food Pantry, Disaster
Relief, and so much more!

Bread for Life
We contribute $900 a year to support this
ecumenical feeding program that feeds an
average 40-50 families and individuals each
month. We have representatives from our
congregation that serve on a monthly basis. In
addition, we staff the program in February,
June and October.

New Mission Opportunity In 2019
Pastor Brian is planning a trip to Guatemala through Highland Support Project (HSP). Our group
will travel to the Highlands of Guatemala to build cooking stoves and to plant trees to offset
deforestation. The cost of the trip is $1,200 plus airfare and incidentals (souvenirs). The total trip
should cost no more than $1,800-$2,000. We will be joining the Dusty Shoes Mission Team which
is a team comprised of a number of United Methodist Churches in the Virginia Annual
Conference. The trip will be July 27 - August 4, 2019. More information on HSP can be found at
highlandsupportproject.org.

Ministry Highlight

Your Ministry Team
Ginny Haney, Velma Townsend, Hilda
Sherman, Gene Sherman, Ellen Pitts, Mary
Curtis Ott, Beverly Baber, Alex Stone, Ellen
Sherwood, and Staci Hainsworth

Children's Programing
This fall we relaunched our Children's Sunday
School and Children's Church program. We've
had a number of new families visit and some
have even become regular attenders. The
Spirit is moving and is largely thanks to the
dedication of our Children's Ministry Team.

Vacation Bible School
We had another successful Vacation Bible
School program with Scottsville Baptist
Church. Children gathered in the evenings to
learn bible stories and to have fun and
fellowship. This was one of the final activities
that Pastor Bruce was able to be a part of.
SUMC will host VBS in the summer of 2019.

Pastor Brian's Bible Studies
Pastor Brian leads a women's bible study at
Scottsville School Apartments on the 3rd
Wednesday of every month and a weekly
Monday night bible study at James River
Brewery.

Adult Ministries
The United Methodist Men's group moved
their meetings to Saturday in an attempt to
attract more participants. Gene and Hilda
Sherman continue to offer a vibrant Sunday
School program for adults. This fall Janet
Stargell is offering a small group study with
our "I will" sermon series. We have our
women's prayer group. Where can you get
connected in 2019>

New Ministry Opportunities In 2019
2019 is sure to bring some exciting opportunities for our church. We hope to begin offering new
small group opportunities so that church members can continue to grow in their faith. This is
essential in meeting our Bishop's charge to be a disciple of Jesus Christ who is a life-long learner
who influences others to serve.

Save the Date - Holy Land 2020
Pastor Brian is planning a trip to the Holy Land in January of 2020. More information will come in
January/February of 2019 on this life-changing educational opportunity. The present itinerary is
leaving January 6, 2020 and returning January 15, 2020. The estimated cost is $3,248.
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Outreach Highlight

Your Evangelism Team
We have not had a formal Outreach team in
the past but plan to establish one in 2019!

Wizarding Festival
We had over 120 children come and paint
their own wand as part of the Scottsville 4th
Annual Wizarding Festival. it was great to see
so many young people gather under our
colonnade to participate in this activity. We
also opened the Muggle Mess Stop and sold
our Brunswick Stew as part of of the festival. It
was a successful day of community outreach!

Homecoming
We had a big push to invite the community to
our Homecoming Celebration. We had free
pony rides, crafts for children, snow cones and
plenty of food for all! Our guest musician, Tim
Hares offered wonderful contemporary
musical for worship and during our lunch.

July 4th
We had a great turnout on the hill for
Scottsville July 4th fireworks. There was a
potluck dinner and the best firework viewing
site in town!

Halloween
Several families gathered on October 31st to
distribute candy to the community. We gave
away over 1,000 pieces of candy to children of
all ages! The highlight for some children was
the bonfire with marshmallows! We hope to
find additional ways to reach this rural
community in 2019!

New Evangelism Opportunities In 2019
We are allocating $2,000 in our 2019 budget to specifically target families in our community.
These events are geared toward inviting them to be a part of our wonderful congregation. We
hope to establish an evangelism team that will discern God calls us to utilize this budget line-item.
Will you be apart of this next step in the life of our church?

Worship Highlight
Homecoming
Walls were removed, lights were installed
and contemporary music filled our
sanctuary. We had a wonderful worship
experience at Homecoming. We celebrated
communion and discussed what it means
for revival in our community.

Your Worship Team
Janet Stargell, Lora Hooper, Carol Taylor, Don
Critzer, Pastor Brian, Staci Hainsworth, Jeff
Hainswroth, Sharon Wormser, Martha Warring,
Bob Warring, Noreen Wilbourn, Ginny Hanney,
Hilda Sherman, Gene Sherman, Alice Sorum,
Velma Townsend, Ann Hamner, Jack Hamner,
Elen Pitts

Sermon Series
Pastor Brian designs a vibrant worship
service based on lectionary text each week.
He spends time to create a relevant sermon
series each month and a powerful message
each week.

New TV Screens
In April, we installed new televisions in our
sanctuary so that we can enhance our worship
experience. This has helped to enhance our
worship services with graphics, videos and so
much more.

COMING
UP

Connect Cards

We've added connect cards to our bulletins.
This helps us track new members as well as
prayer requests. As a result we've been able
to track the number of new guests. We've had
an average of 3 new families or individuals
attend each month since August. Help us
keep track by completing these cards each
week. We miss you when you're not with us!

INVITE
SOMEONE

Giving & Finance

Your Finance Team
Lora Hooper, Bruce Jackson, Staci Hainsworth,
Don Critzer, Janet Stargell, Martha Warring

2018 Budget
Our 2018 budget was set at $106,049.00 with a projected income of $100,000. While our tithed
income (checks received) is showing a 2% increase from 2017 our loose plate offering is down
substantially. Our revised projected income through the end of 2018 is $96,000. Your church
leadership has worked hard to keep cost down in areas that do not affect the missions and
ministries of the church. Thankfully, we have not had to make major cuts to missions and
ministries and have been able to preserve staff salaries.
During the October Administrative Council meeting it was voted on by the council to stop paying
our apportionments for 2018. Apportionments are "tithes' the church pays to the district and
conference to fund operational and missional giving at those levels of the church. This was
certainly a drastic decision and a realization that we cannot afford all of our financial commitments.
The Council will be working in 2019 to establish a discipleship plan to help us get back to being
able to pay all of our financial commitments.
As of the close of our October we have been able to lower our deficit from a little over $11,000 to
$8,812.92. We hope to see this figure continue to drop in both November and December. We can
not carry a deficit from year-to-year and will have to use church investments to offset any deficit
before year end. Please prayerfully consider ways that you can financially assist your church
through the remainder of 2018. Feel free to contact Pastor Brian or Bruce Jackson with any
questions.

2019 Budget
The finance committee has been working to establish a budget that meets our anticipated income.
Ministry leaders worked hard to provide us with an accurate account of their expected finances for
2019 and made cuts where ever possible. The following pages show our ministry plan for 2019.

Class to begin January 20th @ 2:30pm

9 weeks that will transform your life!

Sign-up with Pastor Brian today!
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Our Plan

A 3-Step Process
A. To provide meaningful, life-changing worship every week of the year.
This past year we have focused our worship on Sunday mornings. An average of 43 people gather
to hear God’s Word each week. Since we began tracking new members in August, we have seen
an average of three first time visitors a month. We’ve worked to create a vibrant worship
experience each week. We had the privilege of being led in worship by Tim Hares for our annual
homecoming weekend and had a meaningful and reflective service on November 4th to honor our
Saints.
We've incorporated graphic design and used our new flat screen LED TV’s to enhance our
worship experience each week. We rejoice in Don and Justin Critzer’s weekly offering of leading
this new technology in worship team.
Next year we hope to double our worshiping congregation. We are already planning worship into
2019 and hope that people find Scottsville United Methodist Church to be a loving, welcoming,
Christ centered and biblically based house of worship in this community.
Budget Total: $22,100
(This total includes a percentage of the pastor’s salary and other compensation; a percentage of
the Office administrator’s salary, building utilities, worship supplies, guest musicians, janitorial
services, copier and office supplies)
B. To nurture people in their faith journey.
Scottsville United Methodist Church offers a number of vibrant ministry opportunities. This past
year, we saw gatherings from our men’s ministry and our women’s prayer group. The Sherman’s
offer a wonderful Adult Sunday School program and our children’s education team work each
week to provide an engaging education program for the children who walk through our doors.
In addition to our weekly program, we had a wonder Vacation Bible School program as well as
offered several additional community outreach opportunities for children.
Next year we hope to focus more energy to reaching families with children in our community. We
are budgeting $2,000 for community outreach in an attempt to reach more people in our
community.

Our Plan Continued
In January, we will be working with a discipleship coach who will lead us in a visioning process
that will help guide us in reaching more people in the community. We anticipate seeing substantial
growth in our church over the course of the next few year. Each group that meets currently will be
asked to explain why they exist and how they are reaching new people. This helps to ensure that
we are providing programs across the church that are reaching new people and bringing them into
a deeper understanding of what it means to be a disciple of Christ.
Budget Total: $21,700
(This budget includes a percentage of the Pastor’s salary and other compensation as well as a
percentage of the Office Managers Salary, office supplies, utilities, janitorial services and supplies,
evangelism, programing and Christian education)
C. To witness to our faith in service beyond ourselves
Scottsville United Methodist Church has always been conscious of the fact that Jesus said. “Go
into the whole world.” We see ourselves as servants and laborers in a vineyard that does not
belong to us. In the past year we joined with many of our sister churches in supporting missions
worldwide through our apportionments. We had a hand in feeding some 40 families a month in the
Bread for Life, the Mobile Food Pantry and Meals on Wheels program. We’ve offered meals
through our community dinner program and through cookouts at the Scottsville School
Apartments. Countless people were served through our Needs of Others financial assistance
program and through our emergency food pantry. In addition, various groups within the church
offer missional work in our community throughout the year.
Next year we hope to add a weekend feeding program at Scottsville Elementary School, through a
Virginia UMC Foundation Grant. We hope to increase the number of servants serving those in our
community. Additionally, we will be going on an international mission trip to Guatemala, through
Highland Support Project in Guatemala. We are looking forward to a fruitful year of missions and
service to our community and beyond.
Budget Total: $32,000
(This budget includes a percentage of the pastor’s salary and other compensation as well as a
percentage of the Office Manager’s Salary, office supplies, utilities, janitorial services and
supplies, a new missions budget line item, apportionments, and Bread for Life)

2019 Budget Continued
While much of our work and budget can be allocated to one of the above three areas, there are
additional administrative and utilities cost to run the church and keep our building open and
available for mission and ministry opportunities. Our leadership will be working to find ways to
have our building become a source of revenue in order to offset these figures.
Utilities
17%

Administrative Budget Total: $8,500
Utilities Budget Total: $17,000
Total needed to fulfill our ministry plan: $101,300

Worship
22%

Administration
8%

Ministries
21%
Missions
32%

A detailed line-item budget is available in the church office for any who wish to review it

Christmas
Visioning Retreat

At the Parsonage
Saturday, December 8 | 2-5pm

Come and be a part of our future!

Saturday, January 12, 2019
10am - 3pm

Watermarks Camp | Scottsville

Bring a side dish or snack to share

Lunch provided by Butler's Market

Pastor Brian invites you to
the parsonage for an open
house. Enjoy cookies, eggnog
and fellowship! All are
welcome!

The Future
Scottsville UMC Family,
In closing, I thank you for taking the time to review the missions and ministries of our church.
SUMC is at a crossroads. We are situated in a place and time that is ripe for reaching new people,
but it will require a transformation of all of us here to see transformation in our community. We can
no longer be complacent with how it was or is. We need to reach new people. We need to grow
our faith through study and we need to pray. We need to pray fervently that God will transform us
to transform this community.
I want to invite each of you to a visioning retreat that will be offered on January 12, 2019.
Watermarks Camp has made a space available to us, free of charge from 10am - 3pm. We will be
joined by Jim Chandler, a church planter and consultant, who will work with us to establish a
three-year discipleship plan. This region is projected to grow by over 3,000 people in the next ten
years and we need to be prepared to welcome them to this faith community.
Finally, we need your support now. Included in this mailing is a pledge card. In order for us to be
faithful in our planning, we need an accurate account of what funds will be coming into the church
in 2019. I ask that you prayerfully consider what figure God is placing on your heart to give
towards the mission and ministry of this church for 2019.
I am tithing $4,900 to the missions and ministries of this church. This constitutes 7.5% of my
compensation. The remaining 2.5% will be tithed to Mt. Zion. In addition, I pray that I will be
successful in selling my home in Fredericksburg, Virginia in the spring. It is my intent to tithe a
portion of the profits of the sale if my house to Scottsville UMC. I share this, not to brag, rather to
share with you my commitment to the success of this church. I hope you will join me in this
commitment. I have seen God bless me time and time again through my obedience in tithing and
hope that you too will see God's blessing through your tithe.
On Sunday, November 18th you will be asked to place your pledge card in a basket as an act of
worship. If you are unable to attend worship that Sunday, you can drop off your pledge card to
Staci in the church office or mail it back to us.
How is God calling you to be transformed?
In God's Service,

Pastor Brian

